2: 


o 


a 

*3 

>o 

> 

1 

rn 

% 

* 

C 

*} 

U\ 

0 

> — 

Uu 

Ci 

s 

O 

5 


Abraham  Lincoln's 
Contemporaries 


George  H.  Pendleton 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/,2L»<*r ,08-5   o2$n,L 


T)irty  Politics 

In  every  political  campaign  someone  yells  "Foul!"  The 
complaints  are  almost  always  justified.  The  recent  senatorial 
contest  in  Illinois  was  no  exception,  with  both  candidates 
complaining  of  low  blows.  What  mystifies  us  is  that  any 
appreciable  number  of  voters  should  be  surprized.  Since 
1792,  when  George  Washington  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, lies  and  malicious  rumors  have  been  circulated  and 
innuendo  resorted  to.  And  only  those  innocents  who  believe 
that  the  millennium  will  be  on  us  next  week  expect  better- 
ment in  the  future. 

Recently  the  Society  acquired  the  broadside,  or  poster, 
which  we  reproduce  here.  We  place  it  in  the  category  of 

WAR  DEMOCRATS 

IF  YOU  ELECT  McCLELLAN  and  PENDLETON, 
And  M  CLELLAN  then  DXE2S» 

WHAT  WILL  BECOME  OF  TIE  COWRY 

GEORGE  If  PENDLETON 

As  its  CHIEF  MAGISTRATE? 


dirty  politics  because  it  implies  that  George  H.  Pendleton, 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Vice  PresidehtTwas  either  a 
nonentity  or  a  person  of  such  dangerous  tendencies  that  his 
succession  to  the  presidency  would  be  a  calamity.  (Imagine 
the  howls  that  would  have  gone  up  in  1964  had  the  Demo- 
crats put  out  a  poster  reading:  "If  you  elect  Goldwater 
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President,  and  Goldwater  then  dies,  what  will  become  of  the 
country  with  William  Miller  as  its  Chief  Magistrate?") 

Pendleton,  born  in  Cincinnati  in  1825,  had  a  distinguished 
lineage.  He  was  the  great-grandson  of  Nathanael  Greene 
Pendleton,  a  brother  of  Edmund  Pendleton  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  He  married  Alice  Key,  the  daughter  of 
Francis  Scott  Key,  author  of  "The  Star  Spangled  Banner" 
and  niece  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States.  In  Ohio  politics  Pendleton  was  called  "Gentleman 
George"  because,  as  a  biographer  asserts,  "of  the  dignity 
and  manner  he  inherited  from  a  great  Virginia  family." 

Pendleton  had  a  much  better  education  than  most  of  his 
contemporaries.  After  attending  the  local  schools  and  Cin- 
cinnati College  he  studied  for  three  years  with  private 
tutors.  When  he  was  nineteen  he  went  abroad  for  two  years, 
spending  part  of  the  time  in  study  at  the  University  of 
Heidelberg.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  studied 
law  and  in  1847  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Soon  afterward, 
following  the  pattern  of  the  times,  he  entered  politics.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Ohio  State  Senate  as  a  Democrat  and  in 
1856,  to  Congress. 

As  a  Congressman,  Pendleton  was  a  firm  supporter  of 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  and  backed  the  Little  Giant  in  his 
campaign  for  the  presidency  in  i860.  Pendleton  believed 
that  the  Civil  War  could  have  been  averted  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Crittenden  Compromise,  and  after  the  outbreak  of 
war  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  peace  wing  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  In  that  capacity  he  opposed  many  of  the 
war  measures  of  the  Lincoln  administration.  "Neverthe- 
less," his  biographer  stated,  "his  tact  and  ability  earned  for 
him  the  respect  of  his  political  opponents." 

Pendleton  retired  from  the  House  in  1865.  A  dozen  years 
later  he  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  where  he 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  federal  civil 
service.  In  1885  President  Cleveland  appointed  him  Min- 
ister to  Germany,  where  he  served  until  his  death  four 
years  later. 
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We  are  now  in  position  to  answer  the  question  asked  in 
our  broadside.  Under  George  H.  Pendleton,  the  country 
would  probably  have  been  a  damned  sight  better  off  than 
with  McClellan  as  President. 

The  Day  of  Small  Things 

Recently  we  have  spent  considerable  time  reading  the 
accounts  of  travelers  who  visited  Illinois  from  its  beginnings 
to  the  present.  Many  are  fascinating,  but  none  interested  us 
more  than  Sir  James  Caird's  Prairie  Farming  in  America, 
published  in  London  and  New  York  in  1859. 

Caird  was  an  English  agriculturist  and  practical  farmer 
who  had  made  extensive  investigations  of  the  state  of  farm- 
ing in  Ireland  and  England  before  1857,  when  he  was  elected 
a  Member  of  Parliament  for  Dartmouth.  The  following  year 
he  toured  Canada  and  the  United  States  gathering  material 
for  the  book  he  published  upon  his  return  to  Great  Britain. 
In  the  course  of  his  travels  he  visited  Springfield,  Illinois, 
where  the  Governor,  William  H.  Bissell,  received  him  cor- 
dially. He  also  visited  the  State  House  where,  as  he  put  it, 
"the  bureaux"  of  the  state  officers  were  located. 

"The  Secretary  of  State  [Ozias  M.  Hatch],"  Caird  wrote, 
"very  politely  showed  me  over  the  building;  the  State  Audi- 
tor [Jesse  K.  Dubois]  supplied  me  with  documents  showing 
the  valuation  and  taxation  of  the  state;  and  the  Treasurer 
[James  Miller],  who  locks  up  the  money  and  disburses  it 
exactly  like  the  clerk  in  a  bank,  for  which  he  is  paid  a  salary 
of  400  £.  a  year,  explained  to  me  the  rate  of  taxation  in  the 
State,  the  desire  they  all  had  to  pay  off  their  debt,  the 
present  increased  rate  to  which  they  submitted  for  that 
object,  the  probability  of  a  future  decrease  in  expense,  and 
the  general  frugality  of  the  management.  There  is  a  total 
absence  of  form  and  ceremony  about  these  gentlemen,  who 
are  high  officers  of  State.  The  Secretary  of  State  acts  also 
as  librarian.  He  and  his  clerk  conduct  the  public  corre- 
spondence and  business.  While  I  was  there  a  man,  about 
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